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has been most unfortunate that so many of the friends
upon whose behalf you have been active should be among
those whose guilt is clearest and deepest. I entirely appre-
ciate loyalty to one's friends, but loyalty to the cause of
justice and honor stands above it. I think you are doing
yourself an injury by permitting yourself to be made at
least to seem to stand as the champion of the men who have
been engaged in this widespread conspiracy to defraud the
United States Government and therefore the public of your
own State. . . . You criticize very captiously what has
been done and said by all those whose efforts have resulted
in the uncovering of this great wrong, and of the partial
punishment of some of the wrongdoers. It is easy to
ascribe such motives and to make such criticisms; but what
is needed now is not the picking of holes in those who are
engaged in the great work of righteousness, but the sturdy
upholding of their hands just so long as they are doing
this work.

"I am from my position the leader of the entire Bepub-
lican party throughout the Union, in Oregon just as much
as in New York; and in Oregon and New York alike I shall
count it not an attack upon, but a service to, the Bepubli-
. can party if through my agents I can be instrumental in
punishing in the severest possible manner any private citi-
zen, and especially any public servant, who while claiming
to be a member of that party has deeply wronged it by
wronging the Nation which the party was created to serve.
When the party ceases to serve the Nation it will lose its
reason for existence; and most emphatically I shall never,
under any pressure or for any reason whatever, permit
any alleged considerations of partisan expediency to pre-
vent my punishing any wrongdoer, whether he belongs to
my party or any other."

To a plea from Senator Platt of New York for clemency
toward a man who had been dismissed from the service,
the President sent this terse communication on May 22,
1905: "He was heard in full and given ample opportunity